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At the end of Year 2, children in England sit 

national tests in the following subjects, the results 

are used to measure the school’s performance:-

*English – Reading

*English – Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling

*Maths – Arithmetic, & Reasoning

These take place throughout May 2023.

Science teacher assessment is based on work 

completed during Year 1 and Year 2.

Tests are marked internally. Judgements will be 

moderated by the LA
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Paper 1
Reading booklet 

with

questions and 

answer spaces

combined.

Paper 2
Reading booklet 

with a separate 

booklet which has 

the questions and 

answer spaces. 

(Texts totalling 400 

– 700 words)

(Texts totalling 800-

1100 words)

Each paper for the KS1 Reading SATs is worth 
50% of the available marks.



English –
Reading
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The Reading Test consists of two separate papers:

Paper 1 – consists of a combined reading prompt and answer 

booklet. The paper includes a list of useful words and some 

practice questions for teachers to use to introduce the contexts 

and question types to pupils. The test takes approximately 30 

minutes to complete, but is not strictly timed. 

Paper 2 – consists of an answer booklet and a separate 

reading booklet. There are no practice questions on this paper. 

Teachers can use their discretion to stop the test early if a pupil 

is struggling. The test takes approximately 40 minutes to 

complete, but is not strictly timed. 

The texts will cover a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction.



English – Reading
Paper 1 Example Page
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English – Reading
Paper 2 Example Pages
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Working Towards the standard
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With support answer questions and make inferences. 

Read many common exception words.

Accurately blend common graphemes.

Read aloud many words quickly and accurately without 

overt sounding and blending.

(Please be aware that this is not the complete list )



The expected standard
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Read fluently and accurately without too much 
sounding and blending (around 90 words per minute).

Check it makes sense.

Read most common exception words.

Answer questions and make some inferences. 

(Please be aware that this is not the complete list )



Working at a greater depth 
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Make links between the books they are reading and 
other books.

Predict what might happen next based on what has 
happened so far.

Make inferences.

(Please be aware that this is not the complete list )



Reading fluency
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•Decoding quickly and automatically- not having to stop at 

words to sound out

•Reading with speed, accuracy and expression. In order to 

understand what they read, children need to read fluently. 

•Bridges a gap between word recognition and 

comprehension. 



How to help your child with reading 
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• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as 
listening to your child read.

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time!

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the 
characters, their feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen 
and encourage your child to have their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the Internet or an 
app on a phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve                     
anything from fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football             
programmes, TV guides.

• Visit the local library - it’s free!
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English
Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling

Paper 1

Spelling test of 

20 words

Paper 2

Question Paper to 

check grammar, 

punctuation and 

vocabulary
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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

The Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar test is optional for all Year 2 classes 

but we will still administer the assessment in order to inform our teacher-

assessed writing judgements.

The test consists of two separate papers:

Paper 1: Spelling - pupils to spell 20 missing words within a test booklet. The 

test is expected to take approximately 15 minutes to complete, but is not 

strictly timed. 

Paper 2: Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary - a combined question and 

answer booklet focusing on pupils’ knowledge of grammar, punctuation and 

vocabulary. Pupils will have approximately 20 minutes to complete the 

questions in the test paper, but again it is not strictly timed. 
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English – Spelling Example Page English – Grammar Example Page
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Writing 

No formal tests. 

All teacher assessment 
based on classwork and 
independent writing tasks. 
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Writing – working towards the standard 

Using full stops and capitals in some sentences

Spelling some common exception words

Form letters in the correct direction 

Use spaces between words

Use their phonics to spell words

(Please be aware that this is not the complete list )



17

Writing – working at the expected standard 

 Accurate punctuation for most sentences – CL . ?

 Consistent use of the correct tense

 Using co-ordination (but or and) and some subordination (when if 
that because) to join clauses

 Spelling many common exception words accurately

 Forming letters of correct size – CL and long letters taller, the rest 
half line size.
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Writing – working at greater depth 

Using the full range of punctuation mostly accurately !  . ?, 
Commas in a list and ’ apostrophes for possession and 
contractions

Using some joins in their handwriting

Spelling most common exception words correctly

Suffixes to spell most words correctly (-ment –ness –ful –less –ly)

Make additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their 
own writing

Vocabulary – interesting word choices, upscaling using a thesaurus
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How to help your child with writing

• Practise and learn spellings – make it fun!

• Encourage opportunities for writing, such as letters to family or friends, shopping 
lists, notes or reminders, stories or poems.

• Write together – be a good role model for writing.

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling.

• Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will allow for editing 
and correcting of errors without lots of crossing out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing features 
when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation).

• Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!
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Arithmetic

& Reasoning

Paper 1 Paper 2 or 3

Arithmetic

(25 marks 

available)

(35 marks 

available)
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Maths Paper 1 Example 
Pages (Arithmetic)

Maths Paper 2 Example 
Pages (Reasoning)
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Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2:

Paper 1: Arithmetic - lasts approximately 20 minutes (but this is not 

strictly timed). It covers calculation methods for all operations.

Paper 2: Reasoning - lasts for approximately 35 minutes, which 

includes time for five aural questions. Pupils will still require 

calculation skills and questions will be varied including multiple 

choice, matching, true/false, completing a chart or table or drawing 

a shape. Some questions will also require children to show or 

explain their working out.
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 Adding two 2-digit numbers, including crossing tens 
such as 36 + 27.

 Read the time to the nearest 15 minutes. 

 Read scales

 Find fractions of shapes and numbers

 Know multiplication and division facts for 2, 5, 10. 

 Subtract a 2-digit number from another 2-digit 
number, again including crossing tens such as 62 – 28

(please be aware this is not the complete list)
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Play times tables games.

Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards 

and backwards.

Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money e.g. finding amounts or 

calculating change when shopping.

Look for numbers on street signs, car registrations and anywhere else.

Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.

Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games,

How to Help Your 

Child with Maths
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KS1 SATs tests are one part of evidence 

towards the whole teacher assessment.

They are marked in school, and an overall 

grading based on the whole year’s work 

will be made.

The results of the SATs tests are 

reported to the Local Authority.

Moderation often takes place to ensure 

consistency across schools.
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Working below the expected standard (not working within the Year 2 Curriculum).

Working towards the expected standard (some of the learning is within the Year 2 

Curriculum).

Working at the expected standard (All learning is within the Year 2 Curriculum).

Working at greater depth (very secure in Year 2 Curriculum, with elements of a deeper 

understanding).



Any Questions?


